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Then I shot Le déclin de l’empire américain [The Decline of The American Empire], a film with a very 
small budget starring unkown actors. Success is the most unpredictable thing in the world; it is also 
the funniest and the most dangerous I know of. From Cannes to the Oscars, I was on a one-year 
whirlwind. When it ended, my life had changed forever.

Looking back on his career, the filmmaker unabashedly recounts of various unexpected and fortuitous moments 
of his life. Having led a busy, free-spirited career full of surprises—the huge successes, the harsh criticism—he 
took pleasure in writing down these miscellaneous memories, anecdotes, and letters straight from what he 
himself calls his “quirky mind.” 

In those pages, readers will hear about—after the mother and the father—dozens of filmmakers, athletes, 
writers and philosophers, historians and musicians, actors and actresses… Fernand Braudel, Arnold Toynbee, 
Roberto Rosselini, Claude Jutra, Luce Guilbault, Pierre Perrault, David Cronenberg, Clint Eastwood, Marina 
Hands, Diane Kruger, Denise Robert, Robert Lepage, Chris Evert, Virginia Woolf, Nelly Arcan, Alfred Hitchcock, 
Georgia O’Keefe, Joan Mitchell, Vivian Maier, Franz Kafka, Michel Tremblay, Walt Disney, Pierre Elliot Trudeau, 
Mark Rothko, Sylvia Plath, Anne Sexton, Ernest Hemingway, Hannah Arendt, Maurice Duplessis, Pedro 
Almodovar…

A director, screenwriter, actor, and producer, Denys Arcand is internationally renowned for movies like Les invasions barbares 
[The Barbarian Invasions] (2003), which won the Oscar for Best Foreign Language Film. 

FLASHBACKS
MEMORIES ∙ ANECDOTES ∙ LETTERS

DENYS ARCAND
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I’m the daughter of a popular singer. 

I may as well be anyone’s daughter. That’s what my father used to say to dodge child support. 

That’s what my mother used to tell me, anyway. 

Such is the basis of my own mythology : an abandoning father, and a cruel mother entertaining the 
idea of an abandoning father.

My father briefly cared about me, then my mother put me in the good hands of nannies before she 
lost control. 

What do children raised by children become? 

But maybe I’m just talking nonsense. Just browse Wikipedia and you’ll see : I don’t exist. 

Abandoned at a young age by her father, Richard Anthony—a French popstar during the sixties who would 
keep having multiple affairs and other children—Joanne grew up with her mother, Michèle, a free-spirited yet 
tormented woman.

Delving into magazine photographs, into the dream life of this “blessed” generation, into family stories, and 
miscellaneous memories, La fille de is an attempt at reclaiming a fragmented memory and at rebuilding oneself 
from dispossession.

Joanne Comte-Btesh settled in Montreal at eighteen. After studying film, she became a documentary filmmaker. La fille de is 
her first book.
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If only she could still hope,
and believe in her life instead of her survival.
As she follows the ballet of bodies on the screen she’s safe, her condition will not get worse.

A chronically ill woman is confined to her room. She watches wrestling matches on television, and as wrestlers 
face off she sees herself in the designated loser of those choreographed theatrics : no matter the foregone 
conclusion, both must hold on until the fight is over. 

Taking place within the closed confines of the ring and the bed, La descente du coude is a true poetic battle that 
takes readers to the very limits of the body and pain, where hope remains and lucidity still flickers.

A avid fan of wrestling and literature since her teenage years, Christine Gosselin is an author and sports writer. She has 
published three novels and co-edited an anthology of short essays on sports.

LA DESCENTE DU COUDE
[ ELBOW DROP ]

CHRISTINE GOSSELIN
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I’ve never liked throwing away plants that were not dead yet i’ve always kept the hope they would take 
root somewhere among the rubble but here it’s different I’m not an inhabitable soil it must be removed 
or I’ll die 

Life is simple, carefree and filled with love. But finding herself unexpectedly pregnant, the narrator is caught into 
a labyrinth of endless medical procedures that gradually erode her innocence. Attacked from within, she battles 
medical protocols and feels her beliefs crumbling away.

Anouk Lefebvre writes on the unsettling subject of non-motherhood—accidental and ectopic pregnancy, 
miscarriage, abortion—and on the psychological and relational impact that follows. With simplicity, poetry, and 
clinical bluntness, the author weaves a story that is both brutal and delicate, where light shines from the very 
heart of loss.

Anouk Lefebvre holds a bachelor’s degree in French literature and is currently pursuing a master’s degree in creative writing. 
They are interested in body writing and the areas where the personal and the political meet. Ventre is their first book. 

VENTRE
[ WOMB ]

ANOUK LEFEBVRE
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Aliancia made the harrowing journey across the Darien jungle on foot, but what she found in the U.S. detention 
camps was even more terrifying. Abdullah is at risk of becoming stateless, so he flees, just like Ian does from an 
abusive father. None of them left their country voluntarily. 

Exile comes with dreams of liberation. Many hope to find it in Canada, after winding journeys during which sacrifice 
is inevitable. 

An ensemble work, Quand on te vend un rêve, tu l’achètes weaves together the paths of twenty-two asylum-
seekers in Quebec, telling their stories of emigration that speak of heartbreak, doubt, and suffering, but also of 
long-prepared departures and the necessity of adaption that’s constantly put to the test. Flesh and voice is given 
here to people otherwise reduced to mere statistics.

Victorine Michalon collected these stories and turned them into a powerful literary work encompassing a wide 
spectrum of human experience. 

A French as a Second Language teacher and a journalist, Victorine Michalon works between languages and identities, helping 
others to express their own. Those spaces of transition and translation are where she feels most at home.

QUAND ON TE VEND UN RÊVE, TU L’ACHÈTES
[ REACHING FOR THE DREAMS THEY SELL ]

VICTORINE MICHALON
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I freeze, suddenly aware of what just happened. Amid the rubble, we’re both  paralyzed for long 
minutes. We can’t hear a sound except me panting. The sirens of police cars rushing on Chabanel 
street finally break that eerie silence.

Kim is a designer, freshly separated from her partner. She has been sentenced to community service for assault 
and battery. As a chief of staff coming from a family of activists, Andréa must for the first time cope with her own 
limitations and those of her party. As their paths cross, so do those of Anil, a young father missing the Turkey of his 
childhood; of Lucie, a silent victim; of Elena, a feminist ready to embrace every cause; of Evren, worried about her 
loved ones back in Istanbul; and of other characters who will all, in their own way, experience emotional turmoil.

What kind of revolution can prevent violence from being passed down for generations?

A native of Rouyn-Noranda, Valérie Plante studied anthropology and museology. From an early age, she was involved in the fight 
against social inequality. Entering municipal politics in 2013, she became Montreal’s first female mayor from 2017 to 2025. She is 
the author of two graphic novels. Grenades is her first novel.

GRENADES
VALÉRIE PLANTE
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Inspector Simon Demers sees himself as a police officer beyond reproach, but when a young girl is found dead 
the event triggers an existential crisis in him.

A parallel story begins then, going back to 1836 with Simon McGillivray leading a maritime expedition to Labrador 
where he establishes a Hudson’s Bay Company post amidst a war for the control of the fur trade.  

Beyond the stories and the centuries the voice of a witness can be heard, anxious and indignant.

Turning archival documents into fiction, Emmanuelle Tremblay takes readers on a journey across time set against 
the backdrop of colonialism and the trafficking of women.

Emmanuelle Tremblay was born in Saguenay in 1966. After wandering around for a while, she now divides her time between 
writing and teaching.

LA COMPAGNIE
[ THE COMPANY ]

EMMANUELLE TREMBLAY
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Rousse, a renowned writer, is a guest on a TV show where a huge surprise awaits her: a reunion with her brother, 
who’s been dead for nearly thirty years... This embarrassing ghost draws her into a series of memories and 
awakenings that will take her all the way to Dickensian London: just like in A Christmas Carol, she’s visited by three 
ghosts—ghosts she creates just as much as she believes in them.

What would her life have been like if her brother had lived? What would she have had to give up? This exercise in 
“auto-science fiction” combines real grief with unsettling imagination, and confessions with unbridled fiction. What 
Rousse—the author’s alter ego—imagines challenges and questions the very tragedy that defined her existence. 
Le fantôme dans la machine is a powerful, funny, and passionate work about how the dead inhabit the living, about 
the act of writing, and most of all about destiny

Fanny Britt is the author of fifteen plays, a translator, and a novelist. She is the recipient of many awards (among them the 
Governor General’s Literary Award in 2013), has collaborated on various illustration projects, ans has translated or adapted 
some thirty plays. 

LE FANTÔME DANS LA MACHINE
[ THE GHOST IN THE MACHINE ]

FANNY BRITT
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We’re in a classroom, in an Indigenous boarding school. We’re asked to blindfold ourselves. Clerics and classmates 
move about. Our inner child takes centre stage. What will come from this troubled yet not-so-distant period in 
time? What if, thus deprived of our sight, the distance between us were to fade? What if it allowed the audience to 
look further ahead regarding the evolution of relations between First Nations and non-Indigenous peoples?

Developed as part of the Indigenous Residency at the National Theatre School of Canada in 2023–2024, the Ka 
Uinaksheshet project (meaning The Dirty Children in Innu-Aimun) is a deeply benevolent immersive work. Since 
true healing is never blind, it may well require collective remembrance.

An Innu artist from Pessamit, Simon Riverin is involved in every aspect of this production (script, direction, conceptualization, 
sound design, and performance). The play’s script was written in collaboration with Pierre Berlioux and Julien-Claude 
Charlebois, both recent graduates from the Playwriting program at the National Theatre School of Canada.

KA UINAKSHESHET
SIMON RIVERIN, PIERRE BERLIOUX AND JULIEN-CLAUDE CHARLEBOIS
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As war looms, an old, impoverished and passionate literature professor finds refuge in a brothel with the air of 
a cabaret. Outside, repression is raging, while inside, a slow descent into fiction takes place. Rising up against 
intolerance, fiercely clashing with those willing to banish daydreaming, this slightly loony fugitive—a modern-day 
Don Quixote of La Mancha—begins his improbable journey with the help of the all too willing ladies and boys of 
the night.

Four hundred years later, Cervantes’ Don Quixote is here both honored and revisited : Sancho is still by the side of 
the idealistic hero, while Dulcinea appears and speaks to him. An ode to the imagination—the only remedy to the 
ailments of our world—, this vibrant text resonates with a thousand echoes, advocating for the absolute necessity 
of rebelling against all forms of conformity.

An author and a playwright, Rébecca Déraspe received the Jovette-Marchessault Award in the spring of 2025, which recognizes 
the contributions of women artists to Montreal theatre. Since 2010, she has written some twenty plays, many of which have 
won awards, been translated, and performed around the world, ranging from works for young audiences to adult theatre.  

QUICHOTTE
[ QUIXOTE ]

RÉBECCA DÉRASPE

11

THEATRE



Pages: TBD

November 2026

Rights: �World rights available

Keywords: �Dystopia  
Abuse of Power  
Capitalism  
Economic Insecurity  
Runaway Inflation  
Family Life

Virginie rises from the dead craving for an ice cream cone. But a scoop of ice cream now costs $275. In order to 
gather that money, she makes her way through a city where everything comes at a price. She runs into Émilie, a 
mother exhausted by endless shifts, and Léonard, her one-and-a-half-year-old son—a tequila enthusiast already 
seasoned in the power dynamics at play around him. At the top of this chain, Paul is building his empire, one ice 
cream cone at a time.

A biting, dystopian comedy, Le palais des glaces exposes economic violence through David Paquet’s signature 
wry humour. At the heart of a violent struggle between impunity and defiance, the author turns inflation into an 
private drama and capitalism into a farcical spectacle. When even the smallest comforting treat becomes a luxury, 
it is our humanity that falters.

David Paquet graduated from the National Theatre School of Canada in 2006. His plays are translated into several languages and 
he is the recipient of numerous awards both in Canada and abroad. Besides North America, his works have been staged in more 
than a dozen countries across Europe.

LE PALAIS DES GLACES
[ THE ICE CREAM PALACE ]

DAVID PAQUET
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To avenge her daughter sacrificed in the name of victory over the Trojans, Queen Clytemnestra arranges the 
murder of her husband, Agamemnon. Before the horrified eyes of the Greek citizens, who barely had time to 
enjoy peace, Prince Orestes, guided by his sister Electra, in turn commits the irreparable and becomes guilty of 
matricide. Blood always calls for blood; who will dare to stop this vicious cycle?

In Ancient Greece, twenty-five centuries ago, Aeschylus pondered the endless cycle of violence in a world driven 
by a thirst for conquest and a spirit of vengeance. With the three plays of his Oresteia—a seminal work in Western 
imagination—he tried to capture that pivotal moment when justice would cease to depend on the erratic will of the 
gods and would fall under human responsibility. Today, Alice Ronfard draws on this legacy from Classical Antiquity 
to initiate a collective reflection on the current state of democracy.

With more than sixty acclaimed productions to her credit, Alice Ronfard is undoubtedly one of the leading figures in Quebec 
theatre. Her considerable and inventive contribution to the world of theatre has been recognized with numerous awards. She is 
the daughter of stage director Jean-Pierre Ronfard and novelist Marie Cardinal.

L’ORESTIE
agamemnon – les choéphores – les euménides

[THE ORESTEIA: AGAMEMNON – THE LIBATION BEARERS – THE EUMENIDES]

AESCHYLUS (ADAPTED BY ALICE RONFARD)
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Lulu, a lost kitten, wakes up in the den of Blaireau, a kind-hearted elder who took him in after he’d fallen asleep. 
Every Sunday, weather permitting, she walks to the top of the mountain’s peak, collecting treasures she finds on 
the trails and greeting the animals she meets along the way. One day, she invites Lulu to join her, and though 
reluctant at first he goes eventually, seduced by the idea of reaching the roof of the world…

Au bout là-haut is freely adapted from Marianne Dubuc’s children’s picture book Le chemin de la montagne [Up 
the Mountain Path], about the sense of belonging to a place and the transmission of knowledge. This adaptation 
adds a touch of theatrical whimsy to the subtlety of the original work, celebrating the simple joys of life, the passage 
of time, and the beauty of nature. It is an invitation to wander and share, full of humour, poetry, and tenderness. 

Alice Tixidre graduated in Theatre Studies and Playwriting. She has participated in various projects in Quebec, Europe, and 
Lebanon. Her plays were nominated for various prizes and staged in Montreal and Paris. 

AU BOUT LÀ-HAUT
[ UP THERE ]

ALICE TIXIDRE
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Various communities of Arab origin have enriched Quebec for over a century. Recently however, social tensions 
have escalated between Arab citizens whose identity focuses on Islam and those of the host society. The former 
wish to preserve their culture and religion and pass them on to their children, while the latter argue for the defense 
of their secular Francophone identity within Canada. Incomprehension prevails on both sides. Faced with these 
opposite expectations, how can we live together harmoniously?

With this book, sociologist Rachad Antonius offers to reduce mistrust and get rid of prejudice. Not only does he 
appeals to adults but also to young people, who can influence their parents and challenge stereotypes. Clarifying 
Arab culture and Islam, he tackles current issues like secularism, religious accommodations, and religious 
conservatism. He offers avenues for reflection to foster a healthy, supportive debate, free from polarization.

Rachad Antonius is a retired professor of sociology (Université du Québec à Montréal). He is the author of several books on 
contemporary Arab societies, racism, and discrimination, and an active advocate for social solidarity. He regularly contributes to 
the media as an expert.

KALÉIDOSCOPE
RACHAD ANTONIUS
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When bariatric surgery becomes an option, anything seems possible. But Alex finds out that it’s easier to shed the 
extra pounds than to clear his mind of what’s weighing him down 

As his body changes, Alex is not so self-assured. He must learn to live within that gap—between what is seen and 
the burden one carries, between what gives way and what resists, what we control and what slips away.

Slowly, a truth becomes clear, unsettling and expected.

Perhaps losing means approaching dangerously close to oneself.

François Gilbert is the author of two novels for adults (Coma and La maison d’une autre) and a trilogy for young adults (Hare 
Krishna, Hare Rama and Mayapur). His work has earned him a place on the White Ravens list and the Canada-Japan Prize, as well 
as a Governor General’s Literary Award.

PERDRE
[ LOSING ]

FRANÇOIS GILBERT
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An alley. Houses. In the middle of a courtyard, a tall tree. At the foot of the tree, a young hunchback. Walls all 
around.

The hunchback walks back and forth between the tree and a shed under his grandmother’s watchful eye. He 
practices walking to become steadier on his feet.

Sometimes, he reads a book. He waits for the moment when a mute woman, after washing the floors, will dab 
a few drops of perfume between her thighs. The rest of the time, he watches the world go by from the alley, the 
light changing along the hours and the seasons. The daydreams he loses himself into are his only escape to the 
outside world.

Until a dancer bursts into his courtyard—and into his life.

A unique novel where beauty measures up to solitude.

Anne Guilbault is the author of several novels and short stories, for which she was a finalist for the Prix littéraire des collégiens. 
Her book L’oiseau-grenade (Leméac, 2022), won the Prix de création littéraire awarded by the City of Quebec and the Quebec City 
International Book Fair.

L’EN DEHORS
[ THE OUTSIDE WORLD ]

ANNE GUILBAULT

17

YOUNG ADULT 
FICTION



Pages: 208

Forthcoming September 2026

Rights: World rights available

Keywords: �Nova Scotia  
Acadia  
Identity and Belonging  
Essays  
Philosophy

To take some time for oneself—to ponder what’s around us, to reflect— is it really such a luxury? To 
get a better answer to that question, I would ask the opposite: can we afford an existence deprived of 
time, if that’s what allows a better understanding of the fabric of life?

Martine Béland has always felt the call of travel, and in the ten short essays that make up this collection, it’s the 
long nomadic life she has lived for some time that allows her to recounts the place where she decided to settle: 
Nova Scotia’s Acadia.

A whole world takes shape along the place’s ever-changing shores: the flora and fauna, the elements, the desire 
for vastness, and the culture of a different Acadia that echoes that of Antonine Maillet. With humor and a keen 
eye, the author proceeds with an art of attention that’s revealed along the texts : it is a matter of  “lingering in 
perception,” observing the tiny things of life around and appreciating the depth of silence, the echo of the wind, the 
words, and the accents that compose the great book of reality just waiting to be deciphered. 

Listening to the people and things around her that mirror some inner part of herself, Béland questions and explores 
the connections that bind space and identity (Can one inherit a geography?) as well as one’s place within an 
uncertain yet quite real country, on the threshold of infinity, to the east of everything.

Born in Ottawa, Martine Béland has lived in Ontario and Quebec before settling in Nova Scotia. She is the author of several books 
and articles on philosophy and has translated works by Nietzsche and Emerson. Following Mégaptère, for which she was a 
finalist for the Governor General’s Literary Awards, À l’est de tout is her second collection of essays

À L’EST DE TOUT
[ EAST OF EVERYTHING ]

MARTINE BÉLAND
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LA SAGA DES BÉOTHUKS
[ THE BEOTHUK SAGA ]

BERNARD ASSINIWI

This astounding novel begins a thousand years ago. The Beothuk were the original native people of 
Newfoundland, thus the first North American natives encountered by European sailors.

Combining the novelist’s imagination and his knowledge as an anthropologist, Bernard Assiniwi writes a 
convincing account of the Beothuk people through the ages, employing a mirror image of the history as told 
by Europeans. Indeed, when the Norse Sagas recount of four slaves escaped from the Viking settlement at 
L’Anse aux Meadows, one wonders what happened to them. Bernard Assiniwi supplies a plausible answer, just 
as he perhaps solves the mystery of the Portuguese ships that sailed west in 1501 to catch more Beothuk, and 
disappeared from the paper records forever.

This singular story of the Beothuk people tells of Anin, who made a voyage by canoe around the entire island 
a thousand years ago, encountering the strange Vikings with their “cutting sticks” and their hair “the colour 
of dried grass.” His encounters with whales, bears, raiding Inuit and other dangers, and his survival skills on 
this epic journey make for fascinating reading, as does his eventual return to his home where he becomes a 
legendary chief, the father of his people. In turn historical, mythological, epic and ethnographic, this book is 
a fascinating contribution to the rediscovery of indigenous civilizations, while shedding light on a particularly 
dramatic episode of the white conquest of America.

Bernard Assiniwi (1935-2000) belonged to the Cree Nation. He was an actor, novelist, storyteller and curator at the Canadian Museum 
of Civilization. He wrote some twenty books on the history, life and material culture of Canada’s Indigenous peoples. La saga des 
Béothuks was awarded the Prix France-Québec.
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As a teenager, to fall asleep, I used to mentally undress my soul bone by bone, like peeling an orange, 
and when I reached the vertebrae I had to pull harder to rip them out. I no longer had a back. I was free 
at last and at the edge of slumber, but I would jolt suddenly, stirred by some thought: without a spine, 
without a ribcage, and without muscles, did I still exist? Was there anything left of “me?”

Suffering from debilitating chronic pain that nothing can relieve, Gabrielle Chevarier accepts her physician’s 
offer to try an experimental treatment: ketamine. But the drug, although alleviating her physical symptoms, soon 
opens a path to the inexpressible, bringing her closer to what lies beyond language.

Revelations, reverberations, and lyrical accounts of six memorable sessions serve as the basis of this 
unclassifiable book. Trying to escape the pit of sadness into which she’s been falling for years, the author 
reflects on the body, its limits, and its traumas. That’s when the possibility of inhabiting the extreme vulnerability 
that we hide, even from ourselves, arises.

Gabrielle Chevarier teaches literature at a postsecondary level. Her first novel, Madame Werner, published by Leméac in 2023, 
won the Arlette-Cousture Prize in Quebec.

KETAMINE
GABRIELLE CHEVARIER
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The story would be that of a French studies professor, of a former model studying fine arts, and of a 
defrocked priest. It would unfold between 1948 and 2022, from Quebec to California by way of Ontario 
and Switzerland. It could be read piecemeal or all at once. It would be the story of individuals lost to their 
bodies, and the author would help them get them back. Fathers would be like stars their daughters would 
navigate by. There would be a string of memories and dreams, a patchwork of wounds and balms. From 
then on, the story would tell of what remains when the father is no longer there, of the directions taken 
to leave his orbit. It would be an astonishing quilt, made of mismatched pieces, cut crookedly but sewn 
tightly together. There would be forests, mountains, and a university. Lots of water. Books and piercings. 
A harpsichord would appear unexpectedly, as would Bach, Mary, Jesus, and Luther. It would not be a 
vegan novel. Everything would be edible in it, even raw meat.

Originally from Quebec City, Catherine Dubeau is a professor of creative writing at the University of Waterloo. In this singular 
debut novel, she takes readers on a touching journey from darkness to light.
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LES COWBOYS SONT FATIGUÉS
[ NO MORE HEROES ]

JULIEN GRAVELLE

Standing in front of the kitchen window, I peered outside at the old abandoned rusty machinery in 
the yard. [ ... ] The carcasses stood motionless, hemmed in by dry grass and bleached by autumn, 
like sun-dried insect moults. Looking at them in the midday light, I thought that maybe I, too, was an 
endangered species.

At the end of an abandoned logging road, somewhere between the Mistassini and Ouasiemsca rivers – as close 
to nowhere as you can get – Rozie lives alone with his dogs. The place suits him very well, and so does the 
solitude. Yet he’s far less enthralled by his work that consists in manufacturing amphetamines in his clandestine 
laboratory for a gang of drug dealers. He would like to move on. But his past catches up with him, and he’s 
about to lose everything.

After his debut short story collection Debout sur la carlingue, Julien Gravelle tackles enthusiastically the detective 
story with the same colourful language, set in the same magnificent and sometimes overwhelming nature, but 
this time driven by a breathless plot and a wry sense of humour.

Les cowboys sont fatigués is Julien Gravelle’s second book to be published by Leméac, after Debout sur la carlingue. He is 
also the author of Musher and Nitassinan, published in France by Éditions Wildproject. Leméac also published in 2024 his novel 
If, published in France by Éditions Stock.
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IF
JULIEN GRAVELLE

Tania isn’t worried about the night falling in the next few hours. In the distance, a kilometer or two away, 
she sees the forest canopy rising from the lake above a hill, then abruptly breaking off. The shape in 
the landscape is too sharp to be natural. It’s a clearcut area. Which means there must be a logging 
path leading to a road to take the logs away. It’s the same road she walked on earlier. Tania has her 
headlamp with her, so finding back her hunting tower should be easy. Although she’s never been good 
at making wise choices among humans, she’s always known how to find her way in the forest.

Summer 1984. Avid of freedom, Lyne and her lover get lost as they set off to explore the backwoods. They find 
shelter in a cabin once built by a trapper. What awaits them there will change their lives forever.

From ancestor Léopold to grandfather Siméon, and between Lyne, the mother, and Tania the daughter, Julien 
Gravelle weaves time and points of view to portrait the rise and fall of the Malençons in Fond-du-Lac, a family 
whose roots lie deep in the soil of the boreal plains and who, from generation to generation, have born a heavy 
secret in the heart of the magnificent and overwhelming nature of northern Lac-Saint-Jean.

Frenchman Julien Gravelle has lived in Quebec since 2006. His writing is driven by an ethical reflection that he puts into words 
in the form of novels (Nitassinan), stories (Musher; Debout sur la carlingue) or essays (Nos renoncements). Simultaneously 
with If, Leméac will release a paperback edition of his 2021 crime novel Les cowboys sont fatigués, that was also published in 
French-speaking Europe by Éditions du Seuil.
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TORONTO JAMAIS BLEUE
[ TORONTO, NEVER BLUE ]

MARIE-HÉLÈNE LAROCHELLE

The harsh reality of Toronto’s streets is tackled here head-on and without prejudice. Homelessness, prostitution, 
drugs, pornography, police brutality... Many urban creatures live together, give birth to each other and intertwine 
to create a mosaic of broken dreams, in the toughest part of downtown Toronto.

Meet young homeless Hannah, who dreams of the seaside as she drifts from street to street, then Carol, who 
gives birth in a squalid alleyway, and finally four prostitutes in the prime of life who share lodgings, old clients, 
misfortunes and small joys, in a novel that recounts the days and nights of free, uncompromising women. But 
as we watch these lifelines constantly cross paths with male distress in its many forms – an unscrupulous 
drug dealer, a mentally ill young man who takes a bus hostage, sick and sadistic customers – we wonder if 
the ugliness they harbour within doesn’t come from the city itself, never blue and always grey, incapable of 
alleviating, curing, or eradicating its own deviance.

Sensitive souls, take a deep breath, for we are truly at the gates of Hell...

Born in Quebec City, Marie-Hélène Larochelle is Professor of Literature at York University in Toronto. She has published 
various academic works, as well as two novels: Daniil et Vanya (2017) and Je suis le courant la vase (2021). The latter book 
was shortlisted for the Trillium Literary Award in 2022. The author is also finalist for the Trillium Literary Award for Toronto 
jamais bleue in 2025.
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D’OÙ VIENS-TU, BERGER ?
[ WHERE DO YOU COME FROM, SHEPHERD? ]

MATHYAS LEFEBURE

The book that inspired the movie Bergers by Sophie Deraspe (Best Canadian Film - TIFF 2024). 

Driven by the will to leave his former life behind, a young Quebec advertising executive embarks on a self-
taught shepherd life in Provence. Accompanied with his muse, Biquette, and his lover, they experience a hard 
life among manure and the gap between the ideal of the myth and the actual harshness of sheperding.

An autobiographical novel originally published in 2006 to great acclaim, Mathyas Lefebure’s first book is an 
exhilarating and wild ride, both raw and lyrical, pastoral yet never eschewing the violence done to animals by 
men and wolves.

D’où viens-tu, berger? is a remarkable first novel full of essential questions. Thanks to a solid talent, Mathyas 
Lefebure succeeds in conveying the inspiration of his adventure as a visionary shepherd with words that are 
both accurate and vivid.

— Christian Desmeules, Le Devoir

The author portrays a generation in search of the absolute, anchoring it in a never-ending battle against guilt 
and doubt about its aspirations. His writing is lively, sometimes political and militant, and when he denounces 
the madness of work, his words convey some gentle sensitivity and obvious happiness.

— Véronique Marcotte, Entre les lignes

Mathyas Lefebure studied literature and philosophy before working for a major Montreal advertising agency. In 2004, in the 
throes of a mid-life crisis, he quit the manipulation of human masses for that of sheep in order to write. He then became a 
shepherd in Provence, where he stayed for ten years, running a blog that led to the novel D’où viens-tu, berger? in 2006.
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In his previous book La colline qui travaille (The Working Hill), Philippe Manevy was reviving his mother’s side of 
the family. In this new book, he now explores his father’s side, established for generations at the foot of the Lizieux, 
an extinct volcano in the Haute-Loire region in France, worn down by time like the anonymous mountains of the 
Laurentians in Quebec.

The writer focuses on these everyday unsung heroes: Jules, the ancestor, his son Joseph, and Jeanne, his 
grandparents, through whom the 20th century is recounted, from one invention and one war to the next, full of joys 
and sorrows, of victories and failures.

In this world, one figure stands out: the notary, a profession practiced by the author’s grandfather and father, that 
appears to be the very image of the writer as he sifts through archives, rereads letters and school reports, pores 
over the sermons of Victor, the great-uncle priest (who may have inspired Camus when the latter, at the time at 
work writing The Plague, was living in the region), scrutinizes photographs, becomes attached to objects, visits 
places, rediscovers the old dialect, searching for everything that gives meaning to these lives that will take shape 
through writing.

With the elegance of a funambulist, Manevy walks his rope tightened between two worlds, the old and the new, 
the countryside and the city, France and Quebec, and seeks, like the weavers of Lyon’s Croix-Rousse district, to 
bring them together in a single fabric, full of fragile beauty.

Philippe Manevy lives in Montreal where he teaches French and theatre. He has previously published Ton pays sera mon pays 
(Leméac, 2021) and La colline qui travaille (Leméac, 2024), released in France by Le Bruit du monde publishers, for which he won 
the 2025 France Télévisions Novel Prize.

LA MONTAGNE ARDENTE
[ FIERY MOUNTAIN ]

PHILIPPE MANEVY
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LA COLLINE QUI TRAVAILLE
[ THE WORKING HILL ] 

PHILIPPE MANEVY

I write so that people and the ties that bind them won’t peter out and eventually vanish.

A phone ringing, the smell of bleach, the taste of Nescafé… Philippe Manevy pulls the thread of memory and 
weaves the fabric of a family novel over four generations, starting with the character of Alice, his maternal 
grandmother, a professional weaver. Meticulous and determined, she became the leader of a workers’ movement 
in the aftermath of the Popular Front’s victory. Then René, her husband, appears in the story. A former athlete 
and a typographer, he’s said to have been engaged, along with other unsung heroes, in a spectacular act of 
resistance during WWII. Both devoted parents, they’ll do anything to ensure the future of Martine, their studious 
and diligent daughter.

Each chapter highlights a family member grappling with the trials of their lives and times. Gradually, links appear 
and echoes resonate between them, that the author records without hiding the doubts that emerge as he writes. 
La colline qui travaille is a journey through two world wars, economic crises, the Glorious Thirty (the booming 
three decades in France after 1945), and the hopes and disillusions of the 20th century.

A declaration of love and a vibrant tribute to the working class, La colline qui travaille is a refreshing take on the 
family chronicle and offers readers a sense of comfort and gentle nostalgia.

Philippe Manevy was born in 1980 in Clermont-Ferrand. He started his career in education before settling in Montreal where 
he now teaches French and Drama, a discipline in which he is a doctoral candidate. He is the author of Ton pays sera mon 
pays (Leméac, 2021), and of La colline qui travaille, first published by Leméac in Canada before being released by Le Bruit du 
monde in France.
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ANIMA
WAJDI MOUAWAD

Anima opens with a sordid murder: Wahhch Debch returns home and discovers his murdered wife, a knife stuck 
in the sex and the child she was carrying. A real manhunt begins, a furious inner odyssey that will take him from 
Montreal across North America to the south, leading him into a real hell: how far can a man go down the well of 
his pain, and what encounters can he face on his own without losing his mind?

The murderer’s name is Nelson Wolf Rooney. He is an American Mohawk hiding in the Kanawake reserve, a 
dangerous criminal involved in all kinds of schemes. As the Sûreté du Québec’s investigation progresses, the 
fragments of a memory long buried in the depths of his childhood are awakened in Wahhch, as far as the Sabra 
and Chatila camps, places of darkness and atrocities, even underground, at the heart of human curses.

Wajdi Mouawad has the sure instinct of the writer who dives into his own abysses. Through its sheer literary 
scope, Anima pushes the boundaries of literature, because this Minotaur of a novel is a beast, both real and 
fabulous, that wants to devour the unforgettable.

Born in Lebanon in 1968, Wajdi Mouawad has first lived in Paris, then Montreal, and is now back in Paris where since 2016 
he manages the Théâtre national de la Colline. He is notably the author of Le Sang des promesses, an epic theatre quartet 
whose second part, Incendies, has been brought to the screen by Denis Villeneuve. His second novel after Visage retrouvé 
(Leméac / Actes Sud, 2002), Anima, has won the prix Phénix de littérature, the Grand Prix Thyde-Monnier of the Société des 
gens de lettres, the prix de la Méditerranée, the Prize for the second novel of Lecture en tête, the Jury Prize of the Algue 
d’or and the Catalan Llibreter Prize for foreign novels.
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LA NUIT FUNAMBULE
[ THE NIGHT FUNAMBULIST ]

EMMANUEL POINOT

There’s no more mystery then, everything becomes obvious, crystal clear, even though Sven knows 
the future is fragile, knows the next tide will shatter the ice pack, destroying the calm and tranquility 
that once were within reach. 

But winter’s not here yet.

On an offshore drilling rig, Sven, the head nurse, watches as a helicopter, called to evacuate a critically injured 
man, flies away.

Two years later, isolating himself on an island that was once home to a slate quarry, Sven looks back on his 
loosely tied relationship with Solveig, his strange attraction to Niels, the injured man from the beginning, and the 
even stranger relationship the latter entertained with his sister Else, a circus artist.

Through this tale of an unlikely friendship between two men with nothing in common, questions of responsibility, 
guilt and redemption are explored, following an arc that goes from grief to hard-won peace.

Reminiscent of Simenon in his most sensitive books, Emmanuel Poinot’s La nuit funambule confirms a discreet 
and touching writer, reaching subtly within human nature and emotions. 

Emmanuel Poinot lives in Quebec. After Les voyages éphémères in 2019 and L’angle de chute in 2022, La nuit funambule is the 
author’s third novel. Leméac has published his fourth novel, Quand l’eau se taira, in 2026.
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VOLKSWAGEN BLUES
JACQUES POULIN

Writer Jack Waterman hasn’t received any news from his brother Théo for several years. Waking up one day, he 
decides to embark on a quest for his elusive sibling. The journey starts in Gaspé, Quebec, and takes him all the way 
to San Francisco, via big cities of the American heartland (Detroit, Chicago), places steeped in history (Wounded 
Knee, Ash Hollow, Starved Rock), and lost villages.

As the trip begins, Jack encounters a tall young Métis woman he affectionately nicknames “La Grande Sauterelle” 
(Grasshopper). In her company, he makes the backwards journey from his French-Canadian roots to the American 
continent, while the young woman attempts to better define her fragile Indigenous identity.

Volkswagen Blues is a road novel in the best tradition. Along the pages, readers will meet the ghosts of Buffalo Bill, 
Jesse James and a few “celestial tramps”, the most famous of all being Franco-American Jack Kerouac. Even though 
America was forged in violence, Jack and La grande sauterelle reject this heritage and aspire to peace and kindness. 
Volkswagen Blues is a subtle and delicate novel where love in every aspect is the key, with freedom - and America 
itself - as a cornerstone.

Born in 1938, Jacques Poulin is one of the major novelists in Quebec letters. In his long and consistent career, the influential yet 
unassuming writer of the New World has received numerous literary awards.
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LA GROSSE FEMME D’À CÔTÉ EST ENCEINTE
[ THE FAT WOMAN NEXT DOOR IS PREGNANT ]

MICHEL TREMBLAY

At the end of Tremblay’s career one will likely be able to sew together all his plays and novels and discover that 
we have been privileged to read the works of a veritable Québécois Marcel Proust.”

— Canadian Book Review Annual

The story takes place over the course of a single day, May 2, 1942, in the then working-class Plateau Mont-Royal 
neighbourhood of Montreal. Spring is back, the sun is out and it’s the first warm day of the season. A forty-two-year-
old woman is pregnant and stuck in an apartment she shares with an extended family. It’s a crowded and chaotic 
household full of colourful characters, including, in a touch of the mythic, the three Fates, in the guise of knitters Rose, 
Violette and Mauve.

This exuberant novel offers a lively portrait of a popular Montreal neighbourhood with WWII as a backdrop. Though 
author Michel Tremblay doesn’t shy away from depicting the harsh realities of life, he also excels at demonstrating 
his characters’ inherent joie de vivre. This is a “divine comedy” of the extraordinary triumphs and tragedies of ordinary 
people caught up by circumstances that span the range of the ridiculous to the sublime.

A major figure in Québec literature, Michel Tremblay has built an impressive body of work as a playwright, novelist, translator, 
and screenwriter. To date Tremblay’s complete works include forty-one plays, thirty novels, seven collections of autobiographical 
stories, a collection of tales, seven screenplays, forty-seven translations and adaptations of works by foreign writers, ten plays and 
fifteen stories printed in diverse publications, an opera libretto, a song cycle, a Symphonic Christmas Tale, and two musicals. His 
plays have been published and translated into forty languages and have garnered critical acclaim in Canada, the United States, and 
more than fifty countries around the world. He lives in Montréal.
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PEAU-DE-SANG
AUDRÉE WILHELMY

The village feather shop is the place where desires of all ages and fortunes converge. There, swirling among white 
geese and blood, lives the featherworker nicknamed Peau-de-Sang, a wild she-devil, free in body and soul. Her 
brazen skin ignites beastly urges, thwarting the spells that plague the hunting and mating seasons in the realm of 
Kangoq. Healing the living with her magic hands, she absorbs the prohibitions they dare not transgress. While the 
mayor, the doctor, the notary, the tinsmith, the letter carrier and above all Sulfureur pay her in cash or furs for their 
pleasure, women discover the way to be in tune with their sex.

Rituals are observed, traditions passed on, and pleasure is always exhilarating. Audrée Wilhelmy’s new novel 
celebrates generations of charmeresses disguised in the fine lace of irrepressible, age-old urges. Peau-de-Sang 
knows the world and all its secrets, and pulls at the thread of lives as she unravels the language of bodies.

There are several tales in this novel and as many novels in this tale. Where does intuition end, and where does dream 
begin?  

Peau-de-Sang is an ode to the irrepressible vehemence of femininity.

Audrée Wilhelmy was born in Cap-Rouge in 1985. Her work, also published in France, has been translated in several other languages 
and won her the Prix Sade 2015 and the Prix Ouest-France Étonnants Voyageurs 2022, and she was a finalist for numerous awards: 
Prix littéraire des collégiens, Grand Prix du livre de Montréal, Prix des libraires du Québec, Governor General’s Literary Awards, Prix 
France-Québec. Peau-de-Sang was released in French-speaking Europe by Le Tripode and in German by Verlagshaus Römerweg.
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L’ENFANT MASCARA
[ BECOMING LETICIA ]

SIMON BOULERICE

L’enfant mascara is a story of unrequited love, a pretty common thing in any secondary school, except this one 
ends in a particularly tragic way. Inspired by real events that took place in the town of Oxnard, California, Simon 
Boulerice fictionalizes one of the most violent murders motivated by homophobia and transphobia to ever take 
place in the USA. In doing so, the author pays tribute to Leticia, a yearning, proud and flamboyant individual 
who lived the short life of a shooting star. 

A singular novel, penned with the utmost empathy.

Actor, writer, dancer, and stage director, Simon Boulerice is also among the most prolific authors of his generation. His book 
Jeanne Moreau a le sourire à l’envers was awarded a White Ravens label by the International Youth Library in Munich, Germany, 
and was also short-listed for the 2014 Quebec Booksellers Association prize for juvenile fiction. 
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LE BOULEVARD
[ THE BOULEVARD ]

JEAN-FRANÇOIS SÉNÉCHAL

Chris has the body of a young man and the mind of a child. On the day of his eighteenth birthday his mother 
leaves their home, forcing him to cope with life on his own. At first overwhelmed by despair, he manages to 
regain his strength and to support himself working as the caretaker of the building he lives in. In order to ease 
his sorrow and loneliness, he talks to his absent mother, telling her of his everyday life – his walks along the 
suburban boulevard, his visits to the flea market, his emotional disappointments, his sometimes incredible 
adventures…

Seemingly helpless, the endearing innocent and kind character who shows unusual strength and maturity 
befriends people, sparking a relationship of mutual support. The generous community with a workingclass 
background will become the family that Chris has missed all his life.

Trained in anthropology, Jean-François Sénéchal writes young adult novels and illustrated children books. He was finalist 
or laureate of many awards, such as the Prix des libraires du Québec, the Governor General of Canada Literary Award and 
the Prix jeunesse des bibliothèques de Montréal. In 2018, his YA novel Le boulevard appeared on the List of Honour of the 
International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY). In 2017, Jean-François Sénéchal received the Joseph S. Stauffer Award 
from the Canada Council for the Arts, a prize aimed at encouraging outstanding promising young Canadians. Since 2006, 
Jean-François Sénéchal has been working on numerous projects as a screenwriter, video director and editor.
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RAP POUR VIOLONCELLE SEUL
[ RAP FOR SOLO CELLO ]

MARYSE PAGÉ

Sentenced to community service, Malik finds himself in a seniors’ residence, caring for an obnoxious old man 
he’d rather not know. Underneath the petty crime past of one and the bitterness of the other, hides some 
sensitivity that will gradually transform this forced relationship into a sincere friendship. 

From Malik’s difficult journey, marred by foster homes, poverty and the abandonment by an alcoholic mother 
struggling to raise her son, Maryse Pagé manages to extract the material likely to question our own lives. With 
tenderness and humour, she shows us that a simple encounter can change the course of a life. 

Maryse Pagé is a screenwriter, researcher and novelist. Rap pour violoncelle seul was a finalist for the Prix jeunesse des 
libraires du Québec, the Prix Espiègle and the Governor General’s Literary Awards. It is currently being adapted for television. 
Leméac also published De son œil in 2021. More than 45.000 copies of Rap pour violoncelle seul were sold only in Quebec.
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L’ART DE NE PAS TOUJOURS AVOIR RAISON
[ THE ART OF NOT ALWAYS BEING RIGHT ]

MARTIN DESROSIERS

In this short essay, Martin Desrosiers asks how to restore the conditions for decent, constructive dialogue in a 
time of strong polarization and culture clash.

Desrosiers’ title takes the opposite view of Schopenhauer’s famous treatise, The Art of Controversy, or, The Art 
of Always Being Right, in which the German philosopher demonstrates that a large part of modern philosophy 
(and its teaching) serves in spite of itself to train skilful rhetors, capable of triumphing over their opponents by 
winning any verbal joust, with no regard for truth itself, which lies at the heart of the philosophical reasoning. 
Others, we may have mastered the logic of argumentation, yet we are strangely at a loss when it comes to let 
ourselves be persuaded by others. For any true dialogue, Desrosiers reminds us, also contains the possibility 
that we are wrong and the other is right. 

Through clear writing, this essay tackles the present through the lens of the past, and contributes to our 
understanding of today’s world through a humanistic culture that is as relevant as ever. This book will be of 
interest to anyone willing to understand why dialogue has become so difficult today, and wishing to learn how 
to argue more productively. 

Martin Desrosiers is a philosophy teacher and a columnist in the Montreal daily Le Devoir. L’art de ne pas toujours avoir 
raison is his first book. Leméac has published his second essay in 2026, L’art d’aimer un avatar.
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“I wanted to trace the thread of the times I broke down, not only to bear witness to what it means to 
reach the threshold of the ultimate night and to reach out to those who came back–my neighbours in 
darkness–but also to escape that call. Managing to build that haunting feeling with words, to lead it 
beyond language; wouldn’t that allow me to have some grip on it? I tell myself that from the moment it’s 
committed to paper, it won’t watch for me from within: I’ll be the one observing and holding the reins, 
taming the beast.” 

Halfway through personal narrative, literary reflection, and socio-historical analysis, Les eaux glacées de l’Isar 
explores the question of voluntary death by connecting a personal investigation into the author’s suicide attempts, 
a remembrance of her loved ones who have passed away, and real or fictional figures haunted, like her, by this 
idea, from Flaubert to Édouard Louis to Bernanos.

Devoid of any pathos, Marina Girardin’s essay tackles traumatic memories and institutional silence, as well as 
prevention, while offering lively, comprehensive and passionate reflections to understand how words can emerge 
from experience and how writing can continue to support them.

Les eaux glacées de l’Isar is a necessary, demanding, informed, and formally successful contribution—one that is 
destined to find an important place in the current intellectual landscape.

Marina Girardin teaches French and Literature at Cégep de Saint-Laurent. Les eaux glacées de l’Isar is her first book published 
by Leméac. 

LES EAUX GLACÉES DE L’ISAR
[ THE ICY WATERS OF THE ISAR ]

MARINA GIRARDIN
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TOM À LA FERME
[ TOM AT THE FARM ]

MICHEL MARC BOUCHARD

Truth is not an easy game to play, especially when love interferes.

Following the accidental death of his lover, and in the throes of his grief, urban ad executive Tom travels to the 
country to attend the funeral and to meet his mother-in-law, Agatha, and her son, Francis – neither of whom 
know Tom even exists. Arriving at the remote rural farm, and immediately drawn into the dysfunction of the 
family’s relationships, Tom is blindsided by his lost partner’s legacy of untruth. With the mother expecting a 
chainsmoking girlfriend, and the older brother hellbent on preserving a facade of normalcy, Tom is coerced into 
joining the duplicity until, at last, he confronts the torment that drove his lover to live in the shadows of deceit. 
 
The lover – the friend, the son, the brother, the nameless dead man – has left behind a fable woven of false-
truths which, according to his own teenage diaries, were essential to his survival. In this same rural setting, one 
young man had once destroyed another young man who loved yet another. Like an ancient tragedy, years later, 
this drama will shape the destiny of Tom. In a play that unfolds with progressively blurred boundaries between 
lust and brutality, between truth and elaborate fiction, Bouchard, one of Quebec’s most important contemporary 
playwrights, dramatizes how gay men often must learn to lie before they learn how to love. Throughout 2011 
and 2012, Tom at the Farm was produced in Quebec and France, as Tom à la ferme, and in Mexico, as Tom 
en la granja. Award-winning Quebec director Xavier Dolan adapted the play for the screen in 2013, with Caleb 
Landry Jones in the leading role.

Michel Marc Bouchard is an internationally renowned playwright. He is the author of Les Feluettes [Lilies], Les Muses orphelines 
[The Orphan Muses], and Tom à la ferme [Tom at the Farm], all of which have been made into films. La nuit où Laurier Gaudreault 
s’est réveillé was adapted as a 5-episode TV mini-series in 2022 by Quebec’s director and actor Xavier Dolan.
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INCENDIES
[ SCORCHED ]

WAJDI MOUAWAD

As their mother’s will is read to twins Jeanne and Simon Marwan by notary Lebel, the unclear story of their birth 
resurfaces: who was their father, and what journey brought them far from their mother’s homeland to be born? 
By handing each of them an envelope, one for the father they thought dead and the other for the brother they 
didn’t know existed, he only stirs their incommensurable pain: as the family’s history is revealed, unsuspected 
tragedies await them, all of them irreparable. The price to pay to appease Nawal’s tormented soul is about to 
swallow whole the destiny of Jeanne and Simon.

Incendies was brought to the screen by director Denis Villeneuve.

Actor, stage director, and director of the Théâtre national de la Colline in Paris, Wajdi Mouawad is also the author of the epic quartet 
Le Sang des promesses (Littoral, Incendies, Forêts, Ciels), and the novel Anima. His most recent plays include Racine carrée du 
verbe être and Tous des oiseaux. Translated into several languages, his work has received many international awards.
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TOUS DES OISEAUX
[ BIRDS OF A KIND ]

WAJDI MOUAWAD

Deeply in love, Eitan and Wahida try to resist the historical reality they face.

But on the Allenby Bridge between Israel and Jordan, things go wrong: victim of a terrorist attack, Eitan falls into 
a coma. In this suspended space-time, he receives the forced visit of his parents and grandparents, while the 
grief of identity and the demon of hatred lurk, the twisted ideologies flare, and the birds of ill omen swoop down 
on the hearts and minds of everyone.

What do we know about the secrets of our family, what setbacks in history and what violence have we all 
inherited? Being born to the enemy, how can one prevent the blood running in their veins from turning into a 
landmine?

Since its publication and until spring 2020, Tous des oiseaux has been the subject of more than twenty different 
productions around the world.

Actor, stage director, and director of the Théâtre national de la Colline in Paris, Wajdi Mouawad is also the author of the epic 
quartet Le Sang des promesses (Littoral, Incendies, Forêts, Ciels) and the novel Anima. Translated into several languages, his 
work has received many international awards.

41

THEATRE



Pages: 184

Published: August 2023

Rights sold: �French outside North America:  
     Actes Sud 
English (North America):  
     Playwrights Canada Press 
German: Verlag der autoren 
Spanish: La Uña Rota 
Italian: Giulio Einaudi editore

RACINE CARRÉE DU VERBE ÊTRE
[ SQUARE ROOT OF THE VERB TO BE ]

WAJDI MOUAWAD

Why is living not sufficient for us to attain happiness? 

From that starting point, Wajdi Mouawad’s sumptuous, tragic, geopoetic and hard-hitting theatrical mathematics 
takes us on a whirling ride of possible lives for Talyani Waqar Malik: an Italian neurosurgeon, a Parisian cab 
driver, a Quebec painter, a Texan death row inmate, a Lebanese shopkeeper. Five destinies in as many different 
places, all closely interwoven in a single hallucinatory space-time. Each of these incarnations sees their fate 
disrupted and accelerated in the week following the explosion in the port of Beirut on August 4, 2020, forty-two 
years after four of them fled the civil war in 1978.

This uchronia brings to the stage the now unforgettable characters of the Domestic Cycle - father, mother, 
brother, sister, and the imagined descendants of Talyani, Wajdi Mouawad’s alter ego - as well as the major 
themes of the playwright’s literary universe, namely war and exile, rape and incest, filiation and unexpected 
identities, crime and the right to forgiveness. Current issues are also tackled here, such as ecology, cancel 
culture, physician-assisted dying, and the inexhaustible question of love.

Between point A and point B, youth and old age, science and conscience, between those we love and those 
we might have loved, the revelations of quantum mechanics shatter the causal link: If I’m here, it’s because I’m 
there... What nearly happened influences what happens, the uncertain influences the certain...

Actor, stage director and director of La Colline national theatre in Paris, Wajdi Mouawad is the author of the epic quartet Le 
Sang des promesses (Littoral, Incendies, Forêts, Ciels) and the novel Anima (2012). Published by Leméac/Actes Sud and 
translated into several languages, his work has won numerous international awards.
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Maybe s’not all in me that must die, know w’a mean? 

Jus’ some lil’ thing.

What should I want dead in me? 

A teenager comes back home after walking all night along Route 132. His girlfriend left him for his brother. His 
father left his mother. And his mother has no heart deep down inside her heart. Only his sister seems to love him 
and manage to keep him among the living. In front of the camera, he records a final message, screaming his anger 
and despair to the world. Like a primal scream, John is the unbridled voice of a terrible despair that doesn’t yet 
realize that everything passes, that pain passes.

Putting together two versions of this play written twenty years apart, along with an accompanying essay by Mathieu 
Menghini, Wajdi Mouawad offers readers a comprehensive overview of writing and its unsuspected power, and of 
theatre as a trigger to break the silence and bring solace.

An actor, director, and artistic director of La Colline—Théâtre National in Paris from 2016 to 2026, Wajdi Mouawad is the author 
of, among other works, the epic quartet  Le Sang des promesses (Littoral, Incendies, Forêts, Ciels) and the novel Anima (2012). 
Translated into several languages, his work has been recognized with numerous awards. 

JOHN
WAJDI MOUAWAD

43

THEATRE



44

Pages: 112

Published: April 2026

Leméac / Actes Sud Papiers

Rights sold: �French outside North America: 
     Actes Sud 
English (North America):  
   Playwrights Canada Press 
Poland: Nowy Teatr 
All other rights available

Keywords: �Massacre 
Feminicide 
Murder

Seventy-five years after a massacre she witnessed and took part in at the age of eight, Europe is invited to testify 
and recount the horror that stayed with her ever since: the killing of eighteen children, devoured by dogs. By 
summoning her three daughters—Wediaa, Jovette, and Megara—who ignore she is their mother, the woman 
wishes to cross the river of cruelty where she abandoned them. That’s when Europe learns that her eldest daughter 
has a son accused of murdering the woman he loved. Will the cycle of curses ever end?

Such is History, marked by fratricidal violence, which finds no resolution in the hearts of the perpetrators or the 
memory of the victims. Only remains the infinite hatred of the other that fail to dry up the well of silence it creates. 
And when the time comes to speak, before the court of lives cut short, can words really express the inexpressible, 
name the unnameable?

Wajdi Mouawad’s takes his writing to the limit in this brilliant play that simply leaves speechless. While Incendies 
left a lasting impression, Le Serment d’Europe goes even further, rendering meek the tragic theatre of blood of 
our time. 

Actor, director, and artistic director of La Colline theatre in Paris,  Wajdi Mouawad is notably the author of the epic quartet Le Sang 
des promesses (Littoral, Incendies, Forêts, Ciels) and the novel Anima (2012). Co-published by Leméac and Actes Sud-Papiers in 
France, translated into several languages, his work has been recognized with numerous awards.

LE SERMENT D’EUROPE
[ EUROPA’S PLEDGE ]

WAJDI MOUAWAD
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