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#1 Vincent Prize for Best Horror Novel

Andreas Gruber
Owl Gate

A Haunting Descent into the Arctic Abyss

òOwl Gateó is a chilling exploration of horror set against the stark, unforgiving backdrop 
of  the Arctic. The narrative weaves together two timelines, blending historical adventure 
with contemporary horror, and invites readers into a world where the frozen landscape 
conceals dark secrets.    

The story unfolds in the present day at the enigmatic Sibirion Station in the Hornsund
Fjord of  Spitsbergen. NeeleTujunen, a determined young Finn, infiltrates the isolated 
research facility to uncover its grim mysteries. Upon arrival, chaos erupts as the station's 
scientists descend into madness, culminating in violence and paranoia. A lone survivor 
warns Neeleof  a terrifying entity awakened from the eternal ice, urging her not to leave 
before he destroys all communication devices and takes his own life. As she barricades 
herself  in a remote section of  the station, she discovers a bizarre exhibition room filled 
with grotesque owl-like creatures and the journals of  a past expedition leader, Alexander 
Berger.     

Interspersed with Neele'sharrowing present is the historical timeline of  1911, where 
Berger and his team embark on a perilous journey to map the Arctic coastline amidst 
fierce competition from Scott and Amundsen. The members of  this ill-fated expedition 
encounter not only the harsh elements but also a strange, deformed snow owl that seems 
to haunt their every move. As they delve deeper into the frozen wilderness, they stumble 
upon a mysterious shaft that defies the laws of  physics, leading them to unearth horrors 
that extend far beyond their understanding. 

for fans of Jules Verneôs adventure novels, historical travelogues
John Carpenterôs ăThe Thingò & season 4 of òTrue Detective: Night Countryó

Horror

Re-published in February 2026, Goldmann Paperback, 432 pages



#1 German Fantasy Prize - Best Debut Novel

#3 German Fantasy Prize - Best German-language novel

Andreas Gruber

The Judas Shrine

Setin the remoteAustrian village of Grein am Gebirge,òTheJudasShrineóopens
amidst relentlessrain that threatensto flood the region. The story beginswith the
discovery of the mutilated body of 14-year-old Sabine Krajnik, which sends
shockwaves through the small community. The protagonist, Kommissar Alex
Körner, is reluctantly drawn back to his childhood homeña placehe despisesand
hasavoided sincethe tragic lossof his parents. As Körner and his team delve into
the investigation, they uncover a web of secretsthat point to a long history of
sinistereventsin the village, where isolation breedsparanoiaand fear.

At its core, Gruber's novel delves into severalkey themes: being locked up, the
instinct to flee, the supernatural, parasitism, and the looming threat of natural
disaster. The incessantrain servesas a metaphor for the emotional turmoil of the
charactersand the oppressiveatmosphereof the village. Kºrnerõsreturn to a place
that holds painful memories adds a layer of psychological complexity, as he
grappleswith his past while trying to solve the presentmystery. The supernatural
element emergesthrough the discovery of a horrifying creaturethat feedsoff the
villagers, a representationof the parasitic nature of their secretsand guilt. This
creature symbolizes the struggle to escape one's demonsñboth literal and
metaphorical.

for fans of H. P. Lovecraft and Stephen Kingõs Richard Bachman novels

Horror

Re-published in February 2026, Goldmann Paperback, 544 pages



Andreas Gruber

Enora Timeõs Final Trip

August 2578: When star ship Enora Time setsoff on its final

journey, little does the crew suspectthat theyõreheadedfor a

destination which transcends the very powers of the

imagination ð just like these unforgettable stories by the

bestsellingauthor. As spaceships disappearwithout a trace,

humans blend with computers, a mysterious motorway motel

defiesall logic, a homelessman at a snackstandprophesiesthe

future of humanity, and a strangecompany from 1939 Berlin

offers to take passengersback in time ðbut thereõllbe no

refundsé

Eleven fascinating sci-fi tales in a handsome new edition

Science Fiction

Re-published in April 2026, Goldmann Paperback, 336 pages



The author

Andreas Gruber, born in Vienna in 1968, is a freelance author who 

lives with his family in Grillenberg in Lower Austria. His multi -

award-winning novels, some of  which have been made into films, 

are regularly on the bestseller list.

www.agruber.com
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Boris Kochõs The Dragon Whisperer Saga has sold over 195,000 

copies

Boris Koch

The Ship of  The Lost Children

Whenevera grown-up is particularly meanto a child, a magic door

leads the child to a ghostly ship sailing across a dark, ghostly

ocean: the ship of lost children. Here, thereare no grown-upsðbut

there are other monsterscreepingalong its corridors. For Leo and

his brother, a terrifying journey begins. But they also find new

friends and allies, and together they manage to stand up to the

darknessin their lives.

for fans of Susanna Clarkeõs "Piranesiò, Matt Haigõs "The Midnight Libraryò, Neil 

Gaiman òThe Ocean at the End of the Laneó and Christina Henry òGood Girls 

Donõt Dieó

Dark Fantasy

November 2025, Heyne Hardcover, 544 pages


